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culture. The story of corn is a study addressed to school children, 
chronicling the part the cereals, particularly maize, have played in the 
growth of the United States, with the object of creating an apprecia- 
tion of the importance of agriculture in the evolution of the race. 

After an exposition in the introductory chapters on the value of food 
to civilization, the author considers the significance of the discovery of 
corn for the settlement of the new world, the opening up of the great 
corn states of the Mississippi valley, the influence of the improvements 
in transportation and agricultural machinery in increasing the cultiva- 
tion and sale of corn, the relation of corn to the live stock industry, the 
prosperity of the corn regions, the growth in domestic consumption and 
the necessity for large crops, the farm demonstration movement, the 
varieties and by-products of corn, and the position of corn in the world 
today. The narrative, set in clear type and illustrated with well select- 
ed pictures, maps, charts, and statistics, is written in a popular, readable 
style and accompanied by a suitable index. The most interesting por- 
tion of the book is that dealing with the work of Mr. Seaman A. Knapp 
and the corn clubs in the south. 

Certain faults in the presentation render the narrative less valuable 
in the hands of teacher or pupil than the possibilities suggested in the 
subject. Lack of proportion in the emphasis on the value of corn as 
compared with other cereals, an occasional tendency to generalize where 
generalization is at best a half-truth, a too frequent repetition of words 
and ideas, the lack of references for quotations, and the brevity and 
inclusion of certain ill-chosen items in the bibliography, cause passing 
reflection in the mind of the careful reader. 

The story of com accomplishes its purpose of depicting the impor- 
tance of agriculture ; as a pathbreaker in recording the annals of maize, 
it leaves much to be desired. Instead of writing from a predominating 
viewpoint, such as the historical, economic, or agricultural, the author 
consciously presents all three at varying times, with a resulting inade- 
quacy for any one of them. The book contains many historical ele- 
ments, but is in no sense a thorough historical study. 

Herbert A. Kellar 

Abraham Lincoln. An address by Clark Prescott Bissett, professor of 
law, University of Washington, Seattle. (Los Angeles, California: 
Cannell, Smith, Chaffin company, 1916. 56 p. $2.00) 
This slender volume, a reprint of an address on Lincoln, is well worth 
the reader's time. That the author is fully aware of the magnitude of 
an undertaking which contemplates anything like an exhaustive inter- 
pretation of Lincoln's character is at once apparent, for in speaking of 
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the volumes on this subject he says: "not one of them written as they 
are out of the best heart's love, compares with the man Lincoln, or be- 
gins to shine with his illimitable personality. . . Such a man is be- 
yond description." 

Conscious of limitations, therefore, Mr. Bissett does not attempt the 
character sketch which one might expect but confines himself to the task 
of showing that justice or love — ' ' there is no difference in the quality or 
quantity of these two words" for "an earthly being whose motive power 
is justice will do exactly the same things under the same circumstances 
as one whose motive power is love" — was the dominating quality in the 
personality of the great president. Possibly it is the author's legal 
training which leads him to accept the former term in preference to the 
latter and to conclude that "the one attribute of Abraham Lincoln that 
ruled his being like a central sun was Justice. ' ' The arguments which 
he brings forward to support this choice, however, seem to emphasize 
the quality which the author deems of the lesser importance. Of this 
we are certain — that the justice to which he alludes is, and must be, 
something far beyond mere legal justice which is measured by the stan- 
dards of man-made law. None will deny that when occasion required 
Lincoln displayed a highly developed conception of legal justice, but the 
justice which he made a rule of life was infinitely broader, being the 
justice found in the teachings of Jesus. To any interpretation less 
liberal than this the average reader will not subscribe. Lincoln's bound- 
less mercy, his profound and sympathetic knowledge of human nature, 
his deep love for humanity which drew no distinction between black and 
white, bond and free, friend and enemy, can never be compressed with- 
in narrower limits. 

Waiving the question of comparative merits of the terms employed 
and accepting the broad construction of justice which the author evi- 
dently had in mind, it can be said safely that this little book is worthy 
of a place in the literature illustrative of the personality of that "kind- 
ly-earnest, brave, f arseeing man, . . . the first American. ' ' 

William V. Pooley 



